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syria was concentrated in the Delta and could
hardly be said to extend much beyond Memphis.
With Thebes as a basis Tandamani advanced
northward and gained foothold in On, or Heliopo-
lis. How long he might have held this place in
spite of attacks from the Assyrian governors in
Egypt is doubtful, but when he learned of the
advance of the Assyrian army to relieve the city
he abandoned it and fell back to Thebes. The
Assyrian army then moved on in pursuit, and of
the next event there are two variant accounts.
According to one, Tandamani fled from the city
on the approach of the army, and was overtaken
and beaten at Kipkip.1 According to the other
version, he was conquered at Thebes, which he at-
tempted to hold.2

The campaign was probably short as well as de-
cisive. By it Asshurbanapal had greatly strength-
ened the Assyrian hold upon Egypt, but he, never-
theless, came far short of making it at all permanent.
In fact, the Assyrians could not hope to hold
Egypt so long as a spark of national feeling sur-
vived. To accomplish so great a feat, one or the
other, and perhaps both, of two expedients would
be necessary. The first was colonization upon a
scale more extensive than had ever yet been at-
tempted. If tens of thousands of native-born As-
syrians could have been transported over distances
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